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The Ndion,l Milihry Fanily Association k ihe leading nonprcfii or8lniz*ion connit€d b
srensthening md prcedng nilit.ry families. ou. ov€r 40 yerE ol,.complhhmens hNe nrde
us a trust d r€surc for fmilies and th€ Nario.\ l€aden. w€ have ben ai the rahsuard of
pronoiihg rn .pprepdrte quality of lite for lchye duq, National Coaid, ReseNe, dired seNice

m€nbe^, thei. fanili€s a.d .nnivoE fron th€ sev€n uniform€d s.ryic.s: Arny, NarT, Air rore,
Marine Corps, C@$ cnard, md iie Connisioned Corps of rh. Public H.ahh S.ryice and the
Natianal Oceanic.ndAdosphericAdninis@tion.

As$ciation vohnt€eF if, nihary €ommnniri€s vorld{ide p.ovide a dik link beNen
dilitdrr fanili* dd th€ Assftirtion st.fi in the Natior's copital. Th$e volunteeB are ou "€y€s

and e.s,' hrinsins lhaled lc,r concer.s ro nstiondl arehtion.

The Aswiatiotr des not hac d recdk fed4al sDns or contr*.

Our v€bsib is: ll,wJtr?,&ryFdmir1.orx.



ChrnDrn \rcbb, RankinFr{embercrdhnfr ,.hd DistinFuished NlcmbeN olthe
subconmittee, the Nrtiond Militrrv lrnily A$diliion thnls rou ior the otpDtuni! to prescnt

te$inon)fortherecordconccijrinsthcqurliryoiliaeolmilit.ryspaidDftdsfamiliesAfterll
lerNof \'rr.rrccontinueioseeine impaciolreperted deploymenh rnd septmtions on our
seNi.enehbeF.nd theirfanilies. wc appr(hie]ourrecolminon ofthe senicc rndsrcificeol
these lanilies. rs scll rs the unique challenges facin8laniliesNhoha\erchild orotherflnil-r
nedber*ith sp{i.lneeds. Your Esponse rhrcugh lqisldtion torheincreased anderc}changing
need iorsuppo(has resulied in trograns rnd policiesrh.thlrehelpedsu*aintheset nilies

Support lor speclal Ne.ds Famllles
rlilna4 familiestell ourAssocirtion.he issucsiher faceincaringloraspecial nee'ls tumil,r

mehber \ hile simultaneouny surpoftins the sen i.d ol the miliory mcmber rF conrplex Mo$
oiien,necrinstheseneedsre'tuiresthecoordnrtrionofndnydistinctnilitaqiDdcomnunii)
entitics,Nithiheresponsibiliq forthrtc€klinition roo oiten falliDsio the rlreadr-burdene'l
irmily. Militf:i fimilies.aringforaspaialnceds fanily nremier need notju$ 6edicll rnd
educrtional suppori Ther also need rssi$ln.e froh siic rd localaAencies, relNation helF,

restne..nd ftmil\ suplio(,esneci!llt ilihe) rre alsoderlinguith the deploymentoithen senice

Truu s!lpoft forth€sefrmilies munbe desisled.nddelirere'l holkricallr',but sith rhe

undeFmnding a.diaFrx.s !n'l rhesrr.rir-r'ofconditionskrj from one specid n{dsfmily

'ncmber 
to another. No one{ize'fiF-!ll solutioncxhtstosolvetheproblemsthessiamiliesfrce.

The tuiln!rysuplior st*eff suidedih'ough Deprfrme olDefensc (DoD) ofaces.suchas Heahh

Atfsns dtrtilita,,r'CommunitvahdFdnil!Poli.y,andthcproArlnsimplemenrcdb!the
indi\idull seniceslnd in{all,iions mtrsbecoodinrted.nd nexiblc cnough to neet the varjetY

olneeds in rhenilitrrv.onmuni!.The milna!-mu*lead dnoureach to sclookiorher aenerrl,

* e, r.d locrlFoyemmentrgenciesimd.hlrnable sonice deln€LlorFanizationsro ensure

lmilies [no\'rbour and hNerce$ to the lull Bngeofsuptoit for \ hi.\ rhc! re eliEible

Toensrsenrihkoutierch.nd to suproitihese finili.s,3Dd thusthesetvice menber,
DoD nu{h.re the rcsour.es.$ccncourase}ou, in this tinieofscar.e Esoures,io di.ed the

Senicas bnuinuir rubr* Erceprionrl !-rmilr Nle'lher ProErams and to proide enouAh s.hool
Liri$n ofll.es to r$istAL! IaniliesNith issues theJ_ expericMclsnsitioni'rglrons.hoolro
schoolwhiLnr*allrtions.hoolLilisonOffic.Brreruilxbleio.ssht.lltunsitioDnrgmiliun
hnilics. special needs faDriliesesn ciall,rben€nttontheirassisuDcelparofthein$!lhrion
$,ppo,1te.nr in ensuiingFioler. tlmel] pl.0c'nenr, xntl dclner.roicdu.dtunalsenic.s. Rcspite

ud frn,ilr sumojl Drogmms provideJ bythe sEnicss lorrrdrl'rftds families prv ollin sielter
fanil'.xpx.itltomee(thechallenEesofmilibNlifednddeplo)m.niunfoftunatelr',fundingMd
lraihbilitllordrese prolfm$hrs \ ed imons drc sen ices r nd r mo Dg instalhtions \ve beli er€

thesufto( for dr familtrnd rssGtanc. \'iththenspecid neds hnilt henbernakc thcse

rrogrlnN cruci3lhemblnrsthe senice mem&r to iocusor th. D,ission.



uihil.N,nvis csEmrintorfiniliesmrinFiortheirspecialneei.memher.trc !
encounsldbr the prog,cssm.dextthe in{allrtion, s.nice,and Depiftneni lerels\hetr
,dequ'ie resourcesand thc prorer fcus rre prorided. Yourcreation ofrheolficeofconmuniil
Sutipor for l{ilihN Flnilies uith SpecialNeeds (osN) in the Na.ional DcfenseAutho z.tionAd
iorFis.rlYear rolo(NDAA rYlo) is one sign of prosiess. osNt mission istoenhM.eand
improveDoDn'ppoitaroundtheNorldfornilit.nfanilies*iihspecirlneeds,Bhethermedicd.
educarionil, 

'rlocrtion. 
orfinil! sutpoii. Lr*yerrNien dh.ussinsthe OsN in rc*imont. our

Asocisiion exlressed.oncern ahoutrhcl or.oordindion on ihese is$es lENeen the\arious
DoDprognDrrndrFency(orenrpcs.OurasociaiionhplersedOsNnotrr.guisrl!mftkNiththe
Deprment olDelense orficcofl{e.hh AftdiF toaddres thc medicalrcsotrces ourspe.irlnceds
ilmilies requir \\'e a.e $o pleascdiheosN h.snvicecon\ened the Adrkorl P3nel on

ConhuniwSunpofrlor rrilnan rrnilies tritl spccial NeJscreared in the NDAA FY rr ioact
input ironr flnilieson medic!1. educrtional,reloc.tion. ajrd hmilysuppo,tresources oursr{irl

DespitethenroAres,rholntj.!ppro!.hiosupponinAthesefanriliesnillEh nsrhesorl
udnotihereali!Iorh.nt.Clsenanrgcnentfornilitlrtbeneficiariesrvithsptrislneedsisiot
.onsktenticrossihe senicesortheTRICARE Resionsbecrukthecordinxtion olcme forthe
militaryfi'nilyisbringdoneby! heihh care st nem q hose indilidu.l elsnensdo noirklrrs
sork in synerA.v. Bereficiarics trrtoobixinrn appointmentand ihen find thenselresgettins
p'fri,lhe hcare$nhinthe ltilit!rt T reximcDiFaciliq(NITF),shile otherhealdr.rr h
reletred out intorhe purcha*dclft ne.vort. Thus. militarvfimilies end !p nrnagins then oNn
.are. In.ongruence in rhc casemanrgenent o.essb4omes more r!p3r.ntNhen niliiarlfamill
membss norc. notju$ lmn oie1RICARERegioDroanotherbutoften6en Rhen trdnsferinF
virhinthesrneTRICAREReg,on. This incongruence is funhe!exacobatedNhen a sp(irl needs

fanily memberrequir.s Doionlymedical intenention.buinon nedicrl crreas {ell. Each

TRICARE Irandsd crre supponcontucior(trlcsc) h$.retted dilferent.ase mrnase'ncnt

raniliesnee,l a scules t.rnsition anda \'.rm hand ofibenreen and snh rRICARE
Resions rnd r uDn€*rlcase nrn.genent procc$ rcros the Militrq Herhn Sysen. U'ebeliele
l RICARElendes must be n,orc enr:!€d rdth their frhih supFncounrcrtaiisboth ihmuFh ihe
offi.cofconrmunii,\'su$ofrlor I{ilnirv FrniliesNiih sp(irl Needs?nd ittheldal leyel to
develop..oordinatcd casc nrnaFenent sNen rhattrtes intoac.ountothermilikryand
comn!niiyresour.es,rsNellrsherhh.are.Werec.mm.ndiCovonnicniA.corntxbiliiyollicc
(cAo) repotr toexannre thd.rse hmuementprffcs Iorspeci,l needs fdtuilies.

ECHO
'lheExtendedHedlthcareo ioD(EcHo)prusnn,thepritum behefitenh.ncemen!r.r

speci!lneedsmilitlrvfa'nilies.hasbeenthetoticofagrentde.lofdebtrermongmilita'-airmilics
an'l br conAiess. congre$ cF sd the ECHo lmgram io rllos rciiredurl frmiliesNitl s8cirl
neeistor.sireidditional seni.es toofasertheirhcl olelisibjlia for nate or fe.lemlly nroridcd
senic6dueto Fequcnt tuores tuea$etrtl[tthisfocu\onsupFofringcurennr-seningfrnllics
is.pffoprilrelndshouldrcnui,rih€friorittlorDoD.wesuggestthrt.beloremdkingrntmore



rdjusm$ts totheltcllo pr.g h orrootlierb.D.fis.conlTessshoulJ reque$.CAo relo(io
d.tcrnirc if(he DcHo pmclrm hrshecn eiiective in addre$nrFthe nftdsoithepoprl ion ir u!s
iniended tosene in the r xJ_ n r1s intenied. Therepoit should rko rdd.ess EcHocDordination
rrithotherbenefi 6.both rhercslllr'rRIcaREllenefi t.nd {.teand l@al resoures

sFcirlneeds Lmilies.ome in ill demosDnhicsrnJ diaanoses Itisimpotuntronoi€ihrt
theTRICARE EcIlo pmgran provides sen ices foralltlPes ofdirsrro*r.Anilit.Bspouse
elisiue for ECHOcrnbedi1gnos.d rithnuhiplesclerNis,r aJolescentwith pst.hosis. ori
.hild \rith Doun\ Srndrcne, Recenr l€us on TRICARE ECHO hasbeenon suPPoninghilita4
child.endiagnosed qnh aurismspectrun disorder. Houever, frnih men6es*ith other
diagnoses renkoenrclled in rhe EcHo prcgam and benefit froh ibsenices. Astheconrersanon
onchanSinsEcHo orTRlCAREbenefis.onrinues. sr $k consr€s to rccognize th.tspeial
neens fimilr hehbenenrolled in ecllONith diaFnces otherthrn rutisn st{dun 313ko
benefitingiromArplieitsehariorAnrltsis(ABA)thenpy.ThBedilgiosesjn.lude,bui!renor
lituited ro. Down\ s$drome.I4cnt,lR.i,rdaiion. n*ln1n Svndrome. CerehnlPrlsr.
dcrelopnrentrl deldts. md lngile X.

Undcr th. EcHobenefi t.iheTRIcilRE MrnagebeniActiviq e$ablished in Aurisn
Demonnr.tion.knosntobeneficiariesasdre Dcm o." The Deno provides henc fi ci a es with m

tism sl)ecrunr diagnos(the ability topurchlse norc ABA ihe.rpy tirough the useoliuion
ECHo cnrollccs whoGnnotqualil for thedemob$ei ondiaFnosis,butNhoqouldtcnefit frcm
ABA. cmnot usethetutoF rndrhus thenbeDefii Nould noi cover $ m.nr hou^.ourasociatioh
recommends anr chrnFLs nade to the TRIcAR! ICHO benefit or rclaied denonnrrtion
progratrsneedtoin.orporitetheneedsolALLdirgnoFsanongFrogrlmeligihlef3mily

weaho heartrom our DCHo-eligiblcfamiliesrhrtthe'could benefii lrDm additioml

frcFnms rn.l healih cde servires toftldressthen sp..irlDeds. we reLtue( r DoD piloistudvto
entin Nhat!dditionalsenices, iirn!, ourspecialneeds ianilies Dfrd to introw thenqu.li! ol

life. sucn.scoolingrens,crrni.lhelnes,diapers, or nnbitiond supFleDcn$ rle reconnend
trmilies in theliilor hNe acces to$3,oooannurllv $o\3 \4rai is proided bv f,CHOtoFurchase
sellselected nehs. prognhi rnd/orsniccs noi slEadl core.ed bv ECHO. DoD {ould be

requird ro xutho zeflch\_peoipurchNero\Eri6.h.rcqueseditem.pm!t.n.orserviceis
xlpiopriate,This lilot *udt ..uld idcnrihF3ps in coreng€.nd proYide DoD rndCongE* trith I
list olFssiblc exha trCHO 6enelits for spccill needs hmilies.

'l he RescncComF.Dert (Rc) h!s uniquechrllenges$ith theirspecislneedsi]nily

'nenbers.TheronllqudliftforDCHO$hentbet,r.onrctireduq$rtus.lheDoluhrionisrelrti\rlv$nall,butourAssocilion isconcerned trith th.cmrdinrtion ofcar rnd seahle$
.rnsition olsenices$the spe.ialneeds famil!n,cmberb(oneseljgibl.toFc.ive EcHo
bctrcfih a.d tben loses thcn Nhen thenember isdea.tiuted. wercque$th Congresdirect
cAoio.rannr ECHObencfi sduringthe rctnrtion rnd derctivltion.vcle,tnd th€ impacton
the nc frtrilr and the spe.ill needs flmilymenrber.



$,crpplxudthertentnnc.fg,csrrd DoDhrregiyentoourste.irl needslairil\
nembes in r.ccntyearsrnd thedesiE n,crcrrc 

'.bushctrlth 
crrc.cduc.iionrl. xnd hnrilY

supro,lseni.eslorspecial..cdstumilln,enbers.Ho*ercr.thcserobu{se'licesdonotfollo!
rhetumilrDrcmbcENhenthesenlceme'nb.rEtireslronrthenriliilr $hentrCHO,!isde cd

as rn dive du! sulnon proeran, its.iertoF beliereJ fsnili.s inretiFmentNould be rble io
iccessinilarse .esthroushodrdfedeRl.naG.orconmunlrypmgmns

we lnow the fansiiionio riirenre can bedifficultlor mrnt fimilies,ho(cvcr, bccause

of rhe imnrcdiare lossoIEcHobenefi6uljon Ftirement. BothTRlCAliE and.ivili.n insureF face

grou ins pressure io incorForatd . ovenge ofsc'Ti.escurendr rvailable lor mllnaN iiniliesonll
throuAh EcHo inro theirb.si.benefit prkrAe. er€n though onlycetain special needs frn,ily
membeF 

'narbcneni.Asrcu 
Flies po$ible TRICAREchaDgcs, \rrsklon toensurdthxt

l-.refi...1-,,rFr.h,.r rerhenepd. n Jl neaFFofoJ onmrn.F

werenlin.on.erned iboutdr trtrnsitionoaqounded. ihiure'l,or ill senicenembcE xnd

iheir finrilies lion &tire dun {xius bihatolmeJicdltietned. Esne.iall) \rhen the faDrill
lncludesaspecirlneedshnilrmember wcsuppodDoDsprotosiltoexenptntdi..lly rcrircd
service ftmberi sun n 06 of actire duq senice trenbeF, and rheir tumilies rmm itu rRIcARr
Primcenrollmeniteeincrexses. HoNeler. NebeliereNounded. ill. or injuftd ser ice ftmbeF
need elen horE.$nhn.enriheirnansition. $e continue to recommend duirlesislrtncchrn$
he mrde ro c.cxte rihree.J-errtxnsition Friod ir which nedicrll'{etired senicenenbeF.nd
thei! familieswouldbcnear€dasr.tireduq familr m.'nbcn nr iernN of TRjCARE fees. tEneas.
and MrF access. rhis hdnsition period Nould nirrortnatcurendr offered tosuhninsspouses
rndtrouldallouthem.dicall\reiirediimeioa.ljt$totheirnerr{fiusNithourhNinFrordjus
tor diftcrcnil.rcl oITRICARE suppoit.ln.reased c.{s. rnd rhe inneJirte los olECHObenefits
lor their sFe.i.l neds Iamily mcmher.

ourAsso.htion has ahuys reconrnended thatspdtidlndedsrdhilies bealloNed ro pick

rheir h* dn!_ *ation. prelenbl' in rhd $!re\lhere.h.rNill rcsidc rlicr ihd rcin c hoDr dre

milit14. Tnisadditionrltimewoulds,\erhenr lcad$ad on e$ablishinsthetusehes in ihdir
communities,enrollirgin nate Nledicrid wairer froamms, rnd rccirinFlocrl senices. As our
milit4 io$nsizes,rhe treprntion forfrnririon anLl e*r6lGhingelic,bilid lor nee'leJ seni.es
belDre enrerinscirilirn $ius conl!tiecoftd noredilficuh. we E.ommend nre scnicesallow
specirlneedsfrmiliesenrolleJnlEFIlPtheoppoitunitriocboosedrirfiDrlduN rtion bJore
retirement. Becrusesu.hr novcisnotihvavs |o$ible,\rereconmend leskhtion be FrseJ t)
exrenJEcHoeligibiliiJ-IoronEre$rfteiietirementlorcDr.llcllfanillm.nibcrstopmvidc
nord tihetorfmiliesto tnnsition to nle rnd l€al sen ices oremplorr spoDsoEd insurrnce.

w.*oen.ourrs€routorsercurcongressioD!lbullrpulfittostlmul!!enore ldeDc$
inthe$atesdbortthenedsolnilitr fanilies.wcbclieveoneofthc'no*c ricrlis\ueiaithe
srtelevelforourslccialneedsf.miliesisthea\ailabilit\oldidmllitinf.hil'eliAitili!lor
Nledi.rid$.n*s.TheotficeotcoNnruriNsupto(i!*udrnrFrle'licairl nilabilis lorsFcirl
neds milnxn fi'nin n,cnibcE.ourAsocirtion isanxiotrslr aNaitinsthis nrJr\ finJinAs.1\e \i1l



beesFeci.lh inte'?ned in theNlesolvrlue-rJdedsenices iDdividutrlstate Meii.rid sljreF
olLr thei' enrollc.srnd \rh.ihersrtebudgetdifficulries rE malins n haider fornrilitar-a iamilics

roqualiayforrndp!nicip einsailer o(rams. This intom!tionNill troride yetanotierarenue

tdiden.iftsdditioNl se'aices Ecllo nayincluie inordertohclp addrcssourhnilles freqncDt

morcsrndiheir.orespondinain$ilirlto,tuali!lorihesedditionllvalueaddcdbenelisinr

we hdk dsosked theDoDSete Liaison olfice to.onsiderexplorinEwa!3to *inillate
nrtediscu$ionson howto proride pofrrbiliqfornilita fanilyn€nbes enrollhehtin
Medicaid waircB. roo often, milira!* flmilieslrnvc in ai a .e{ duN $ation, puitheirsP(ial
needs hnill nrember on rylitinslii lor a u3irer, od fimll) n.rfueceninssenices under tne

$rner not lons hcior. it is time for another nilit.rrnorcios ditferentstrte, Nhere the! 
'nu$*rt ihe pmces toobtin i !,.jverllloreraslin. wcknowa(hieYinFp.rabilitynaybe difficulr

be.ruse eich \',irerDroAnm hrs itsoNn setofeligibilit] r.quirenenc,senicesdetcflnined.md
tundingproridedbrihc$at.r,buibelierenisidFofrmttoraiser\LarenessabouttheissueaDd
$inuhicdiscursions rt thd $.te level

Toneetrhe needsofall ourspe.idlneeds milnr4 families. we need r.oordinsted
.ptro!.htob..hseniccd.liver-r'andiniornutiong.therins$IccnconftgtCohstessandDoDio
seer 

'nore 
i.tom ion nom r vrrieN ofsources:

. militrr families '!r 
rcscntnra rhe fn l1 m nse o f {l iasms€s and conditions

. DoD senice proride^ in thc scniceand inmllatiDn Excct'iional Famil' Menber

. cnilirn rntl nilitaB herhhclre proliden an'l crsc n3nagers, includingthoscNorkinsaor
rhe'lRlcAREcond'cior

. cducrtoA in DoDrnd.nili!n s.h.oldir.ic6
r $atelnd lGll rccncicJ,such rs l\redic.id
. 

'el'F-1': 
rni ol'h! ni'onr J,.r\il n ur; 

'z, 
ron'

onlr siihihe riEht inLrnrrtioncxn DoD aprllcorrcctsolLtions to me(heneedsolther
irhilies ourArso.istion helieresrhe Nlediciid \ ri\ er reFit rcAo tpon on the ECHo
progrinr,xlong{nh our rec.mn.ndcd pilorstutly(illprcride DoDand congressNith necessrr-a

inlomarion tod.iemine ilihe IrCHo piogmm nccds to he nodified in Drder ro lmrid. the right
lerelofe\n! coremFcforonrsre.ixl neeJs irhiliss. u'c dso r{ommend . reron ertmnri'rgrhe
nnprct ol{ afr ime deplor_nenrs on speciil n.eds nrilift r! familios

tn .onclusion, we dst cowess to:
. Ensute on! chon(s ndde ro th. EcEo benefrt incotpotute ihe needs ol lonilies vith

. Dned DoD to epanA the Autisn Demo \ .oktuse oIAPPlied Behdiiordl anallris
rhetow ro all eligilr'. EcEo-entDll?d benefcittie. eh.n thetdpJ is tu?ned ncca.tdry b!



. crcate d DoD pilot slud! to ittenrifwhdt ortdiriondt sedie(s) speti.l n ettsJdnitizs
n...1 ro inprav rheit qualitr oI life-

. Allow nedi.alu+etned setviee nenb.rr ond theit ldnili.s to ndinlain the a.tiw .lutr
fanilr tRIcAkE beneft fot t ttun.ition patio.l ofthrce rea6 folloviry the ddte of
nedkal rc rcnent,rcnp.nbtp b th brn tt Jot \uruNtns 

'pous'.. Allow alrcodt enrcn?d fdnil! denbeft in EcHo to rnoin elisibte fu on? r?ot
followins the *trirc nenh{\ retiten.nr lro the niltdr!-

. ReCuireCAorepo s

a to evoluore DoD\ existing ca* nanaaenent Pfogttqs ond Progon
.ootdinotio. fot spe.idl neerl. fonil! nenb{s

a ro evoluate ho* vell EcHo .oodindl$ vith othet benelits: with the resulot
TRtcA RE benelt ona Ihose .frered b! othet le.leral, iae, and locdl sovemnent
aS.ncies ond .onnunitr rcsoutcer.

. to e'anin! th. inpact ofalno* rr rzo.s of wa. on oot sperial nea' Jdnili.s.
a to etonin? th? inpdct of EcHo benetts duriry the octivolion and.leo.tivdrion

.tcle on the Rc tdnil! dna the spuial reeds Jonilr nenbt an 1 ifthe pr.std
hds ben efre.riv. in addrcssi.s Ih? nEedsofthis eoprldtion.

. Dned the setvices to aintainrcbustE eprional Fd ib Menhet Prcsdns

Milita.y Families - Our X.tion's Famllles
BrhginFihenoops honre d.es notendourmiln.qrs misrion ortbc n(csrilrrosupl)on militall
families.cspeciillr'then.hildren,d6lins\Lithdrelonsrermeiiectsofmorethrn!darde u!r
Dornsiznrg$d budgetcuENillprcsent ne{ .hillenges,T hegovernment should ensure 

'nilnrN
lanilieshNe thetNh to remri. Eady Effectiresufrcrt iornilih!-'familiesNith srecialneeds
nusinvolre.broxdneivorkoiENemnentr$n.ies..ohmuni!sroups.busifeses,and
conce.ned citizrns.Our Nxtidn nun contiDucto lund \rh3tNorlsto s'ppotr milniN hmilies,

rdec r\en. i- lalall ..'L\o c It 'lr-rl-ei (..-.


