
The Depannent h proud oi the poglatu End sefliccs we provide ro nililary fanilies
s ilh speci al nccd s. We provid e educ arioml, admi ni slrati\€. ned ical ed other $Nices lo lbese
families dat nea or cxc€ed ihc sryicB olT.cd by mct cnplotrB in rh. coutry.

The lrequc re6signmcnB md relocatiof,s lhat e a pan oa lif€ in thc hilirsry ft a
chslleice for clen $e healthid fahilies. For thor sho hale childen $nh sFcialneds, te
ehallcnBes ac cwn Brealer. Togethq *ith ConSrcsioml suplon d dnection, w have laten .
.!nb€r ol $eps b meliodle thc* challenses The* slets includ.: dE enahlishne of0'e
Ofiice ofconmunb Suppod aar Milil4 Fmilics {ith SFcial Ncns (OSN): clTons lo
$andddia Ercetrion l Fmib Mcnber IEFMP) pbelms accs rhe Sc^ ic6; inv6henis in
locus soups and acadenic r.soarh rhar inlbm policy nalqs about *bar G $oding. dd $h.r
needssresteraucnrio.ienhlnccdinfraslruclurconmiharyinslallarionsinsupponolchildren
si$ speial nccds: ssistdcc wi$ Medicaid rulcs ed.li8ibility in the Sutesi and a robusl
cduc.tion md outGeh cfion ro infom nilila4 lanilics abour ediccs boln \ nhin DoD. ed
rhoe {ailabl. in Oe sbl6 dd l6al omnuniica

The MiliraD Ilealth Sysrem (MHS)also povides cnricalsenices &d b.nefiG to nililal]
lmilies cooprhcdofchildcn silh speial.ecds. The TRICARI Pros@ otlc6 a
coDpdhcnsivc bcnefir forallmilirary heneficiari.i rhb4h ns Bbic Medic,l Pro8r@ -

ranicularll badn€ dul] snicc ncmbeE dd $en ldilics \\noh^e\eO lotr out{f-pockel
coss for cor erd mcdical s^ ic6. ed proteclion asainrl lanilJ n€dical cosrs lhd €xcdd
$l,000 on a. annurl bdis

Thc TRIC RE Pro8Em elso includes Ihc lixlended Ilcahh Care ODlion (ECllO) $hich
prorides addiional bcncfils nor dh4js a\ ailablc uder ihe I RICARE B6ic Pro8m lo
clieibl.erncd _1 fmil.r mcnbe$ \ irh sFcial n .ns- co\qin! !p b 516.000 F ) etr for
c.dain condnions. Abor 10.000 TRICARI bccfid&is de egisreEd in lbc ECUO prelm.

Oneolthcscnicesco\ced undcrECllo lor special ne.ds fanili€s wilh Au$m
spsrun Disdo (AsD) h o(ss lo th. nosr $idely-@cepted educarional intcnemio' tor
ASD - Applied ltehayior Analysis(ABA). si.c.200t. fi. IjClIo p'ogm hs cor.id ABA
e^ic6.In 2008. secxp dcd thc nMb€r ofDNrideFNhocolld ps\ide ABA sicdund.r
a demonnEion po-qEm. This dcmonsration hd suceeded in .rp di.g &cds ro sic.i ad
use6ofthe$n'icc have 8rcsn b! l-5%,onarcra-le.€achhon$since2008. A DoD sdey of
nililary parcnrs ol depmdcnr childreh with autism rcponed thal lhe incFded ac.csslo ABA
senic.s contibuicd ro improv.d nilid) family rcadihess dd ntenlion. \rr€ arc in lhe prccess
ofrEtin8 rnis EcHo benclit ! p.mm p.n of tne lcllo ptosm.

A nuhbd of milirar) tmilies sish lo *e rhe ABA b.ncfir corrd undr $e TRIC-^RE
Bsic Prosram dh.r than ECHO (and lh6 moled fron $c $36.000 dnual ECI{O cap). Thc
DeFnmentcommission€d an indcpendenl lechnical s*ssncnr ofshethei rhh leNicequalilied
6 nedicallt nacss, and dpprcpriale. Consi$efi s nh rhc la$ .hd Egularions ior the
'I RICARE B$ic pmgl . lhis Gssnent s6 dcmd & _cducatioDl inrs.mion and do.s
not neer fie cnrsia lor covc68. urier TRICARL Baic.



The Dcpadnrnris commiuedhproridinsacomprehcisnescr ol scrriccs Iormilira^ldiric.,,ho1!c.hilorLl!rl .I'cJd, tcd. \\enJ...1tj..,r',cr ,rrp.-[. rn",,;b!rorqdlsoi($crlnse\ciat \eu6. ad a,c contide orordtili,.,-r_,i. *-r rr,. 
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Mi. cbaiman, Membercolrhe Connitree. it is a prniteee tor borh.t us lo appcd bcaoic

you bdat. and *€ apprecialc lnc oppodunnt b reslily o. oui e{Tons lo $rppon miliIar_\ tanilies

that include a menber Nilh special medical or educattunalnccds.

The Deparhenl ol Delense is proud ol rhc prograns and sen ices s e proridc ro n irar)

lmilies sith spccial needs we haE bee. prolidinC sFciatized senices lo famities tor dsades.

In response ro rhe I andm ak lesislation for nililaq families$nh speciat nccds (Sec.56l otrhe
NationalDefcn*AurhonationAcl, Pub. L No. l t l-34)_lheScceraD of Dctense€,lablhhed

the Ofice ol Connunnl Snppod nrMilirary fmilies$,ith Special Ne€ds (OSN) in Ooober

2010. This omce h leadine crTons to sreahline proceses thll can be impror ed. lo dcrelop

policies lhar guide the provhion oasuppod by the Milila4, Dcpanments, and b senenuy help

lanilies identiay- undmland and nadgate rhe s'stems lhct sill encountcr. Thn oficc k close!}

linled rvilh ou colleasues in the Ofice ol rhe Assistant Secsary of Defe.se (r lcallh  fatt
and tbc'IRICARE Mmsement Acrivity (TMA) rvithin rhe Otfice otrhe Under Secrcra,y ot
Deaense (Persomel & Reldiness).

Suppon to niliby ranilies $nh special needs is espccia r inponam rasl torfie
Depanme.l Mihait lahilies snh sp.cialneeds are fi6l,rrrlD tamities. Tner ha\erhesanc

chauenscs ay orhernililary famib na) encounrer in lhe fa.e ofperiodic moles, dcplo!,menr.

md separalion fion lmilr lunher, thcy lace additional chall.nees, naviCarins olien conplex

sy$.ns to obrain rhe serlices and benenr rheir families need to help rbcir to\cd one tuncrionto

lhenndinun Doterdal. Each tide a milirar,v fmily no\€s lhe pncess skns over, and lhey

lde quesions such 6: Who pro\ ides earh inlerrehrion senices in rbis slare? An r goine ro rhe

local school ststem, public healih ora reeional bodd to ger hetp? Whd do they call deir
ptuBms herc! ls fiere a Naitine li$ aor Medicaid. or pcrhaps. hos long is lhe {aiing lisl?
wlere do I sigh up for lhe wonen, inrirn$. and childEn prosm. and sil tey accept the

ce.tificadon lrom m! curcm srare? whal rill ${do$hensr cmho lo.ser takc our.onr€rbal
child lo the ddtist vho has fimll)' achieled his trust? wilt lheE bc anyon€ at rhe ne*, tocatioh

*ho ll ude6u.d tr hat {€ .*d? wtrar sboot dktricr can besr freer rhe needsofny chitd?

we @oB.ize that thee nililary lamilies need assGrance sith lhese quesrions. and we ha,e
*orked to nake lhis process less chaUensins rhnerr possible.



Thc Cwrenr Sr.ie ol rhe Erc.ptjond rrnily Mcmb.r Progrtn

Foi over lo tears- lhe Milib4 sen ices have adninistered $e Exc€prional Fanil!

Mcmber Progrm (ErMP), $ni.h idehdfies familt nembes $ho have sFcial medical or

.d ucational n eds. documents lhen nced s md en slres the v ate considered Nhen the

Senicefrober is beins conside.ed for thc next assignmenl SincelheFY2010NDAA the

EFMP h6 ben expahded lo i.cludc a requiEfteol for fanily suppon dd to extend the

c@ldinalon ol assi-lmen$ btsd on lhe family ncmbe.s special needs lo pem enl chanCe ol

sration (PcS) nores wnhin rhe unied Slal.s s scll as oYeses

Curcnlly. oler 4l]O EFMP family suppon lersomel seNe nilndl lamilies *ith speial

needs. All in$allarions hare eithcr a full- or p.n_timc slail peNon. ot(ih smalle! locatioit a

point ol conlact fo. nih4 lamilies { ilh sp€cial needs lnsdlations *irh sreater nunbc^ of

bmilies $ith special needs na! have nuhiplc EFMP lanily supPon penonnel ,\ll pmYid€n

halebeenrrainedidlhenroles.lheaeencics{nhshichth€rwill\o!k.anddercqutenentsof

supponing milna4 lamilics*nh sp*ial neds.

The OsN der€lop€d .n *VP Fa nil, supPon lt lcrence Guide Md disseminaEd n b all

EfMP a:ni\ suppot prolides (o include Reserrc and curd componenb) as a suide 1o

proliding Imily suppon dd ncl\orking $nh community suPpon s!$cns ThNugh a

Memorandun ol Undc6rdding *ilh rhe U S. Depantoenr olAgticulture (USDA). thc OSN

pdnered rvnn comcll Univc ilt and lhe UniveNny olknsaslo conduct a benchnark slldr"

idenilyingrheconcensolmilna4familiessirhspecialneds.rhesnpPonlhevrequne,.ndlhe

srsrems rhal har€ been e*ccrneinprovidrns seNic€s The teetrch lem condlcted locus

sroups $nh mihary fmilies iion all breches orService and snh civilian populaioN llln

slud) {ill Senerate reconnehdations for $e nilna4 in rennine our suppon prcgams i.cludihg

sraftl ns node ls. neric s. eval ual ion slanddd s. and a lafr il t saGlaction scale

lhc OSN is {orkins closely *i$ fie Militay Services to slandardiTx the DFMP eross

Senices. Milihty fmilies $ant consislc.cy. and se ee improrio! denabililv to.avieatc

i.remal Frocesscs moE esib bt h.ling slandad loms, lcms. d poccdu€s The OSN

enbeked on a nuhi-teat piojecl 10 malta cuftnl s-vsleD (fredical, persmel md fanilv

suppon) rhar dat up the EIMP (idenificalio edollne . assisment coodidion d fdilv
suppon) lo even moe .loscly ihlesrale ervicc delirttr_ we hale concluded fie nd v€{ of $e

funclioml amlysis. Or€r lhe lo.A.r rcrn. se $illcEare an inlegralcd lo.enudinal el*lonic



rccord rh{ $ods rcos all Milirao DcFonffirs Thn srslem \rill rBar almilic ftm
eioloting paFNork *nh elcry PCS. dlos thc mcdical annand ro rld the Fsonnel
conndd abou availabilily olmcdical senices, ond egardlessolSenice amli.lion lhe fanily

$ill rdenr a $ !m handoff b rhe receiving l4dio.. Tnn is a da.iled. it€rai$ pB6!
inrohins nlllidc dala dd .r* mdae.nml s) slcms. Tnc end rcsult. ho$q ci $il! ofrr
inpotul .nh!.c.menl lo lh. aanilies *e sedc.

Lnl. rr ro our Milir.ra Frilllc
In th. lar $o !6. N hatr held i\o EFMP fanily pancls rcpMting milibry familics

ofall tal3, S.ryicc amliaion. sctn€ duty lnd ts._e co Poicnls, md ages and disobilili.s of

rhc fmil, m€nber wnh sFcial neds. W. have conducled lbr.. studies on acces lo sp€{ial

.dwation in $. public *hools. !c6s ro M.dicaid. and . b.nchmk slu'ly on *har mats !
3uppon s$rn $ort. Tn l{t of st te sd ldll &l,a idmriryins nilila.,.coMeted fmilics

shou.epublic sccrorproprans. rncludrnssNcrarcddcrt'on. Emdrc r gal

We hsvc ale co.sult.d $ i$ non-govem.nral agcncies on $eir km$ kdgc ofrh€ el.lar
is6 esarding ip..ial ne.ds fdili6. and Fnicipat d in sq.l of tbc Milihr) lrdill Caucus

F$ioni Th.* Caeu Fssions petui.ed to spetial ne.ds. rn<l milibry lmily nmb.s $ho

ddvoc*e for fmilies $ith 3paial .eeds were inviled to di$uss issus in our olllcc. we han

fad lne Nadonal Coucil on Diebili! t Fpon. Ao( ,o hpow Ac.*s to E allh Car.. Ve.id
Atelion o".l Inng-Tun Suppott atul S2^i.6 lat Fanib ,Venbe.r n i/r Disaltirn s. d mcl

$ith lbe rcFarchc6 rlD dcr.loP.d th€ Epon. The s€ iss!.s lor our famili.s .ner8c in cach

foruh: (c.$ lo sp€{ial .ducslion, access to M.dicaid- lraNilion prcblens sith (cess lo

TRICARE $h.n f@ili.s ch g.Idatimi ed. r.qu61for inclBion olappli.d bch.{or

ealysis d a m.diol beefir *ifih TRICARE alh.r lha ibmugh lhc €xr.nd.d Ce Hdl$

W. h8v. focused on proriding lh. infondtion nililary fahilies wilh speial needs

mcnbes Rd. paniolu\ during ditical trdsili@ hhcnt': st *o* lo edu c fi.m about

*har is .silablc $ ihn md asist lhm $ilb obbinin3 lgur.s ed b..elll. $i$in the soF
ofthelas. Our.fons hale ban diEaed.l ide iryilg rh. ploblms idilies cncounrer,

.ddr.ssiq lhoe se halc ih. lurhodly ro .ddG$ Gucb 6 coNiltency &ros $e Military



D.psnn nls) dd collabondns $irh the as..ci6/prosms esponsibl. for *n ies nol $ithin

Edu..rirg O{r F.Difts
\\ltiL th. Depanft does not hair au$ontr o\q pogms in orhcr govm..r,l

.8.nci6 or proglns adminnlced by the Sl.t s, we have the lsporsibility to .duc.l. our

lamilies on hos lo id.llify reeurces availablc lo dy Amedca citi4n &d obtain benellts. W€

cm pro\ide infomation abour sF.ial .ducation sd rnc Individuls $i(h Disbiliics EdMion
Acr (IDEA) dd .ll ic r€quiRmenB ed pror€crions. Mey miha4, fmily chililrcn lJ*tu f@n

s!.cial educadon and rhe fdilics nusl kno$ hoq lhese systens work. Ou nililary fmili6
nc.d dd benclil ibm preeros soch d Medicaid. Slpplencnkl S*qily lnconc, and edly

Tbe OSN h6 cr€a1d a $dhh of inlomslion for military fmilies dailabl. on lire 4 fi.
Mililaryorctioutce nit w.hsita or by calling Milirdry Onesouice, The* include $ritten suides

for lmilis sho$ children bavc disbililies sd a new suidc for fmilics whcE thcE is lduh

fahil) nmbq s i$ special neds. Bo$ suid.s s ill b. dconpdi.{ br a f&ihalois Mul,
*hich cr hc lscd b) EFMP sta0-(or familirs) ro cotrdd [ainins sessio.s on sFcial edeador

carly inlc^enlion. TRICAR!. ond much norc. We conduct nonthly webiMts ulilizine the

tal.nls of le.dcB in ou ficld on ssh subjecls 6 ce sirinS. atislire tchnology. gu.rdiamhip

dd 6laL pldnins. adadrcacy. We halr prodwed a eica ot podcasrs !r.ihbl. on srEn

phones dd . nobile $ebne thar allo$s fdili* ro acc6s EFM P ptuvide6, EFMP enrcllndr

foms. {d all ofour online conrent. se!.ral c-l.mih8 modul.s nave been develolEd to

incEde paEnls krosl€dge lboul sF.ial €duc.lion d ho$ lo .ollabo6L sith $h@l

FMml, abod tnc EFMP od atour orh.r !.dml .nd Sbre progtEm.

\vedrcinlbeprocessolrcvisingthe.onlcnl dpEsentllionontheMilitaryOnesourc.

$ebsiG dd ericipare conplction of this Elhion b! sepmb.r L Fron on. ledins page

lmilid $ilh sF.i.l .cds $'ill bc .blc b l.m rbour milibr} ed coMuilt prc8l?m, 4.ss
s IFMP provid.r, siSn up for a s€biE or rid chived scbind6. Eq*st udials or h.L
.! appoi ncnl lor a 3p€cialrt consuhaion $irh a Mili|a4 on.Souc€ @nsulrdr *ho is a

tofessiofrl in sp..ial ncsis.



Supponi.g DoD Progr.ns ro Se^€ Flnil,r Menbers $irh Srleciat Needs

OSN has creat€d an inlcmal coalilion oll)erense o.saniarions to a'ldrcss issuesot

access for olr nililary-' families rvilb sp4ial nceds. lnrough €tTdive c.lllboralion with fie
Mililar,v Depdmmti rhe EIMP and Mo6lc. wclfaE and RRrealion. *c h.re buitt or( 200

accessible playgrounds forchildren qirh disabilnies and insalled tool lifis in aI mihar'
swinfrinC po6k weha\€derelopedonlineroolslbrlimilics*noaremorinswirn.speciat

neds family mcnber to help lhen plan then molr lior the Fsl lqo rea6 in cooperarion s,nh

the nilirar,a children md )rurh progidi qe haye lunded on-eoing raininS ahd strppon to

enablc those proeraos lo i.leeralechildrenandlou$snhdisabihies The OSN purchAed and

dislribuled books and elecronic subscripliohs ro alt Milirary Depanmems insla|tarion tibtuies

andfamilycemetrtocFaleanDIMPlibrar].'lheserolrefeEncesisinlendedlo.ssist

prcfessiomh and lahily membeu in accessing naterials on dhabiliryjelakd topics. rn addnron_

spsial €ducalion law resoures {eF prolided to Military Deparrme legd ofices ahd setcoed

medicaloiices we*orkclosely*irbrheDoDEducaionAcririyloensuFrhe9.?00cnildren

sith spccialneeds anerdine a DoD *hools rcccile amropriale special education senices.

Acc€ss ro Sp..irl Eduotiotr

Milnar)lomilicsareconcenedaboutaccesstospecilleducationscnices.Obtaining

cofrp!'able senices ftom one assignnent 10 thc next is thc most conshrcntly repone,l obslacle

lor nilit?+ fsmilies and oftcn eiects diileences in elieibitiry dd eFiccs b.t*€en Stares ror
ermple, $e Anerican Aseciarion lo. Employmenl in Educarion (n"Alrr) has reponed

shonage s o I spec ial educar io n reac he6. speechl ansuasc paftolog isls. *h@1 psychotosnts,

visior d hcding specialnts. school nues, phlsical lherapi8 and occupalional lheapists. {nh
d y r€8ions of rhe countrr reponi.g considelable shonages for seleEl years in a ros (AAEE.

1996-2010). The.e de * id€ di spariries in sc hool nuNe sla fine iados i $me cxceed I : 4.000.

O.ly *venty-five perce.l ofschools haE a full or pan lime nu^e:25% nale ho egnteEd
nu4e. Seve een p€rcot olschools wilh more rhah 750 slude.h hale no Fgistered nuseo.
dury (National Association of School Nu6s (NASN)). Forrr-eight shres and the Diskicl of
Col umbi a identi lied spcc ial e.lucatio n reachin8 md/or .r le6l one o I lhe Flaled sefrice For ider

categories as an oficial "shonaee arca for rhc 201l-2012 sch@lycar (Teacher shonase Arcas



Na orqide Lisdng. U.s- Dcp6nm.n of Ed@ on, offi€ ol PoltsMndlry Edu@tion, Mdch

201 I ). Gilo $lll.d6wetned lisl F.sG on slar€ hdsds. n is lat ly $rt di$eDasica in

which Es@* ac availabl. b.rs*n sh@l dLlricts 4d dons Slar€s will p.6isr.

To .ddG$ fanil, nenb$ infomaion ne.ds jn $is Na. osN has iniidted ftulriplc

.rons imltding Gtablirhine a !!.o]m ddinshoG ro h.lp fmilies wit Elc.lion:

'ddrifying 
&d promulgtine cllc[t sulpon pncrics amtr8 $Nie blehcli and spoMring

es.sh studie! on.{d€n ed.b6.d educaional p&ticcs. osN d€lelop.d d online Ed!€ion

DiFrory to inlom fdilid olpoinb of coorad. ee@!, ed pcedu.! in tublic $h@l

dinricts in ln. Sl. 6 $itn lhe high6r nMh$ of niliErl Nigmol' rtu prcjcr codi!6 and

by rb. .nd of FY 2014. $? $ill publish a dircclory rhar irclu&s lll 50 Stlrcs &d rh€ Dislricr of

Thrcugh rhc USDA MOU prcriouly ncndoned K de petEing with Ohio Si!r.

Unnr6ny and P.mylveia Snrc Unirr6iry !o colled mE d.l!il.d dar! abou lh. a:rc ed
rypcs oa nsu.s imp.cting foilicr a ibey alicnF ro ecess compeble sp.cid educadon

Faic.s in th€n ncs duly st tion This pojet rill suppon thr id.nrifi@lion ofsp€id
cdEaion isB for trnich par s lrd fmilt stpon prcvidcG ne.d addniodl lr.ining dd
a$i$ in dekmining if a fomal milib4 compl.int dem.nrarion sysr.m shoul.l h. .xpl@d in

colldodtion {nh the U.S. DepaRmenl of Ed&bliotr.

A..* r. M.di..l S.nic6 - TRICARf,, E .!d.d lldhn C.r Oprbr (ECtlO).!d

In deaging h.arrh &d h.dllh bsrfil i$@s, we 66t ctuoE ve e faithtully follosins

public h$ Eglding {har is . co\ered n.diql b.renl W. de *.k b aligI ou inniarivcs ro

$. Milney H.al$ SFlen iMHS) stElegic pl6i. rh. Qudtuplc Ain, *hich b comFi*d of

lour idlerelatcd missions - AssuB Readiness; Ihplore Populdion Healthi Enlse the Paicnt

ExFri€ne ofca.: dd R.spotuiblt MaEs. ft. Con ofCG. w€ oGidd fmily 
'€dincs'

a3 e .ssdll .l.mcfl of ou R..dines srdrcgy.

The MtlS nas bn8 be.. q l..d.r ir of.ring b€nefirs od kdi@s 10 nilit ry fmili.s
wilh sp*irl ne&, we har diBt d consid.r.ble cfion in fomuladne polhy for coverag. of

.ff€.dr lhmpi.s ed.r tlF TRICARE Bai. Pog@ ad dE Lxknd.d Ce Hdlrh Op on



TRICIiL sasic ProEran The TRICARE Basic Piosrm - $herher TRICARE trine.
l RICARE F.xr6 o! TRICARL Sbndrrd offe6 a comtrehensir€ heilrn benenl rhal core6 any

medically orpsychdlogicall! necesary caie for stecialneeds bcncliciaries. ro includc ftrsjcian
visns. i mn uniat ions, p$ cho logi cal te ning an d med ica I ihrervot ions suc h as speech rherap!.,

physical ihcrapy and occ upat iona I thcrapy. TRICARE olfe6 exceflionaltycomprebcnsirc

colemse qilh lery low.ur orpckel cosls lo ou bcnelicianes.loracrive duly fanilics cnoled
in TRICARE Piine, the out ofpockct cosh are al mos non -exi srehr. and tmiticsare funnei

polecled b:i a $1.000 out olFcketcalastophic cap. after *hich DoD paF t 00% otalloMbte
cos* By la$. tbe TRICARE Baic Prcsam may not covei non-nedical scn ices such as

Applied Aehavior Analysn (ABA)

tCtO The ECI{O proCrah, estabtished undcr Tirl. l0 USC Codc t(]79_ povidcs

additionalbenefils not olhdrvise alailable under theTRICARE Bssic pogan lo cenain elisiblc

ocliledut! fanily nenbcs snh special needs. Ase$ablished by la$ C\ationatDefense

Authoddion Acl for Fiscal Ycar2009. Public Law 110-41?). the govermem $iltcover uDto

$36.000 p.rbeneficiary per )€ar in ECHO benefils

As q€ nored d $e beginning olourtcnimony. sinilarlo orhci nititar' fanilies, our

active duty fani I ies {nh spec ial needs m enbes nus mor€ fcq ucnt t v tion one teaion ro

mo$er. To ensuE continun! olcare lor ECIIO ranicipanh *hen thcr no!e. ourTRIC RE

cohtaciors h3le esrablih€d crse hanagement hand-of pocesses so rh,r rhe recen ing

co.tractor { ill be pFpared to mainrain loi a fanily $e set ol Ec}lo se^,iccs ir had been

Keivine beloE molins tsccause ol rhe complexirr ddivcairyotthcscnicesrequiEdro

efectilel), addless the spaial needs ormany panicipanr in ECHO.'lRtcAR! Fquires irs

Eeional nanased caE suppon conraclors lo proide case nanascm€nl *ryices to ECHO

panicipants. Applied c$e manaeenen e.sures acccss ro a comprehensire. coordinated et of
required treafhenh and *^ices.

Each of lhe llr€e 'lRlcARE conl6cto6 n rcquied ro deti\cr a unitom TRjC RE

benctu Consquenlly. a family ce expecl lo Eceirc thc sahe ECt ro sen jces upon drirat at

lhe new dulrr slalion. Hoxew, fanilies may norice sone dir'tercnces in lhe adminhrFlion of
lh.* soices by ou r€gional conlraclors. Thc Depantoent does pemn sone lariadon in

adhinntadle praclices in ordd lo pemn lhe ur of cont.ador best pEctices. In the unli*ely
event s familt should be denied corerage under eilber 'I RTCARE B6ic or ECHO it nad been



eceivinginanorherlRICAREregion.thcreisasell-desitnedappealproessbeneficidiesna)

use, a.d the conracrois .re requncd to assisl lhem in undeBranding and exercning $eir appeal

Exanples olbchcfirs nol alailable fircush lhe I RICARE Basic Prcgre. bltavdilable

through ECHO include: assisrive senices, cxpmded in-hone medical sflices. insdblional care

when a Bsidentirl enviNnnent is equir€d, dd olher senices lhat lhe Direclor oITMA

ddemines ad capable ofEduciie $edisabling etfcos of a qualifying condilion. Tbese

''quljEine co.ditioni include Aulnn Spcc{tun Dnordes { SD). Ar lhe end of lY 201 1 , DoD

had orer I 0.000 TRICARE beneficidries legisrred in rhc EcFIo tmeran.
IheDepannen(baswortcdlacnsurcourspccialnecdsfamilies*ilhASDhale&cess

ro the no$ Nidely-accepted educarional inleNention- lnoM as ABA Since200l.lhe

Depanmenr orDelense has coEred ARA senic€s for eligible aclirc duly lmily nembcB under

rhc Ecllo proaram land ils prcdcccssor. the ProgEm lo! PeMns silh Disabililies (tFPwD)).

Orieinllly. \rc corercd ABA se^,ccs onlt i! prolided b! a Board Ccnified BenaviorAnalysl

(BCBAI. we lound dcre sere nor enough o l rhem arailable lo satisf,r the demand fion lcln€

durr" hni\ menbets for sn ices. so. in 2008 s€ conslrucrd a denonsration ro incre6.

access to ABA senices by pemilrirs lulo6. under lhe supeFision olBCBAS. ro provide the

serlices. Ilven bday. FCIIO euollees $nh m autisn spcctun dierder rho wmt ,\B 
serices but $ho do nor $?.r ro panicipatc in rhe demonstdion mar obtai.lhe sryicesdireclly

lrom r BCRA ilavailshlefron rhd s.uEe

this demonsrarion has succeeded in expandins access to senices and wcconlinu€ lo

Bilness increased panicipation b-v ABA snpcn i$6. ruto^ ahd IRICARE be.eficiaies. Asof

Mdch ll.20l2.ihee$ere 1.733 benciciarics etroUed in lhe demonstralion a nunber lhal has

gro$n b) 1-s% annully. on averaac. sincc rhe proaam ss fi61inlroduced in 2008..,ust!s

imponady- a recent DoD sun€y of milit!r) pareds oa dependenr childen $iih aul*n ieponcd

$ rhc improlcd acccss b ABA srvices contributed lo inpDved nilitar-\' fanilt rediness and

The Deprnnent h noq hovihg bej"ond a dmo.slrarion pogrm d seeking to embed

rhc supen ieFiuror nodcl ol AB,\ pro\ ision as s pcnnanenl elemeni of rir ECHo pogrd.
we plblished a proposcd tulc in the Fcd€ral Regisrer on December 29.201I to eslablish

coverqe ofrhis AtsA provisio. under lrci lO for elisible beneficianes $nh ASD Upon {lnal



implenodalion oflhis rule. $e intend ro carcsorizc AlrA as an Olh(scrricc under ihc ECHO

slal ulc and lErmanend t adopr a norc robusl AB A sen i ces del i very and .eihburscnml

\tile {e are plcasd rhal *€ hsle been able to boaden acc.$ to rhesc scn iccs, $€ do

doenize $al sonc lmilies expeience addirional onlof-pockel cosG \ncn hccded scn ices

excecd rh€ sovemerfs sratutorr- lihn ol 536.000. ltascdonouroshclaimsdalafion20ll,

2 0? bencfic iarics usins lhe ECHO prc gran bad expendi t uEs abo ve 53 5.000 per ]€ar  nother

489 beneliciaies had expendilurcs betseen $30,000 Md $15.000. Thus. in 2012- *e e$inate

fial atproxinarelt 86% ol TRICARE benelicianes $ilh m ASD diagnosis Md using rhe ECHO

progr.m hare had I 00% of lheir ex penses cor ercd *iihi n rhc $ 16.000 eorcmmcnl nax imu m.

Sercr.l Mcnbets ol Coneress hare inqnned abou rhe feasibih) oa cdegorizi4 ABA

seNices as a ncdical benefit coveFd udet thc TRICARE Basic Pmgram Thc Depanmcnl

conducted a $omusb lecbnical bsessme.r of ABA in 2010 ro delemihe shelher ABA met thc

Equn€menls for inclusion as a IRICARE co\ eEd sen ice.

Our technical assessient looted.rtne lollosing: Does lhe reliable cyidence, as lnat

slandard is defined in law and Egulalions lor TRICARE Bssic Pogrm coverage

det€ninations, suppon a conclusion thar ABA is medic.lly or psycho lo8ical I,v .ccessary and

lbat n n approp.iale nedicalcdc lor Aulisn Spelrum Disorders (ASD)? (2) Does lhe reliable

sidence suppon aconclusion lhal ABA h proyen as hedically or psychologically necessary and

lhat n is apprcpriarc ncdical ctre lor ASD in accordance $ilh the requirenenls of32 Codeol

Federal Regulations Sec. 199.4. CanAAA be coveFd as a TRICARE benefil u.der Chaptr 55

olTnl.l0.UnnedSlatsCodeililisconcludedrha(ABAisnothedicallyorpsycholoeically

nec€ssary and rhar n is nor apprcpriak nedical can lor AsD, or rhar il is nor pro\ m as

nedically or psychologicall, necessary or $al il is not appropriare mcdical cde lor ASD?

We found ibal ABA is an educationrl imcrvendon- and docs nol meer $e TRICARF

definit ion o I medicsl ly or Dsyc ho losicall y necessary ca€. TIE naj ority or rhe reli able evide nce

characleriz€s ABA as nor beine a nedical t ahcnt. as fiar sledard h denned in lds and

rcCulations for TRICARE Basic Prosrm coverage deteminations, but insFad as inyolvins non-

medical. behavioral inten'ention sryice'
Con*quhlly.lheDnector.IRICARE Ma@Seme AcdrnyhasconcludedlhalABA h

not medically or ps' cnoloeically necessdy or appopna& hedical care s ilhin lhe meaning ol



rhe lEw ud re8ul.tions goveming corerage olnedical benenls mder lbeTRjCARE Basic

Proalan. Ho\c!er, lhe assessnchr indicales lhd TRICARE has authotitv to plv aoi ABA to

reduce rhe disablins effects olaSD for EcHoieSislered depodehts $ ilh an AsD diaehosis.

and this as*ssmenthel!€d guidc our decision lo mate ABA se(ices a permancnl parl ollhe

DCHOprcgrm. The ssessmenl and Ditcroa s conclusion rrue as lhe adnidntulive Fcord ol

fie agency s decision and is Efl4led in lhe proPosd tule lhc l MAt Medical Beneil &

Reimbusemc A6nch relie$s infomation about Medicae s and other pave coveragc.

re gular medical lechno losr uAlatcs ava ilable rhiou-qh s subsciption to t lsve s. I nc. icpons (a

ncdic o I lcch no lo gy assessmcm fim). dalare v id€nce subn ifted bv benefic i&ies md provide* on

appeal. ewlvins praclicc infomllon fNm lhe Oflice of the'hierMedi'3| offi cer and

I RICARE Manaaed CaF suppon conlracloN efolving practicc rcpons. 'IMA decides on fie

bdsn of lhese infofrarioh sources * hcrhe. it is \€sdred ro condut ! lormal r.\ icv lo

dercrmine ila mcd,caltecbnolog} can be conlimed b) lhe hicrarchl olelidcnce specified in 12

cFR 199.2 lo be considered nedically sle md emc&ious

,V?.1tzrd Some miliu^.- famitiessilh specialneeds beneficiaties also qutliti lor

Mcdicaid Therc are selecl scNices thal TRICARE does ndr coler lhal e available lhroueh rhis

federal srarc nedical prosen Exdmple ofilems and seh-ices thar TRICARE (end mosr cirilian

heal$ in surmce ) do.s no i cover i nc I ude s longnern c!e. c ustodi al ca.e (assnhce \ilh dai lv

li!ine). aduh day sen ices. or expendable items such as diapcn

BsaueMedicaid is slale-adni ni stered. r i lnar' fanilies tbar include nenbc(t {ilh

spsial neds face dillicukies cach time ther dorc and $eI a( Equircd to reapplv for Medicaid

cliribiliiy ln $he cascs. lhn i.ctudes placemenl on sanine lists B ecausc of lhe frequenct of

niliurt roralio.s.some lanilier do nol mole onthcsaiting lkt belorc ln€v once again relocale

The Dcpannent hN contacled uirh wen Virsinia Linivcnirv lo stud] the poblems nilibt)

lanilics lace*ilhlccessing Medicaid. Pi.lininary findingsollhe wen Vir-qida sludv indicale

rhar lmili.s and rrMP provide.s need note loinihs on ho* lo access Medicaid. Ile nMl

repon r6m rhh stud! sillbe available in f_!ll20l2

1he DoD State Lid,son omce held m ope. meelin! recenrlv ro discuss adoplinelhis ds

one oi$e issucs io addrcss rviih Srates muchas th.y have addressed rhc tansilion ot school

ascd childien wc*itl proride d updat on $e outome of this teconnendation in tbc near



The Depanne rccoSnizs rhe €nomous cballmges lhat nihary tmilies $ilh special

heds beneliciaries €xFiicn e, dd *e have assressilety soushr ro meer rbeir needs vith
larsetd prosrms ad srices As w€ skted ealier famitr ftadiness is a nititary r€adiness

issue. We hav€ nade remendous pogrcs over rhe p6r several 

'3ds, 
conskr rnh $e law

thar Congress has established

lh rhe case of nilitary childrcn with sp&ial neds. *€ have craned lrogrds lbat hale

only be€n c.hd€d ad impbred over th€ 16l t0 yea6 in the areas ofeducarion, sFciat
education. communit) widc inromalion and educarion. In lhe nedicat dena. we have

successlnlly expa.ded prograns lhar allos for ln€ deliveiy of services b€yond tbe rradirional

medical seaices authorized under TRICARE. We hale condnuously uorted lo expand bo$
sen ice delivery a.d rduce thet ou1 ofpockel expan*s. ConeEss has ats expanded the

sovem.hfs naxinum cost-shde for rhe ECIIO progrm lron 92,500 monrhty mximun lo

we aE comnined ro hainraininc our passion for exceltence dd seRice ro rhese ve!,
specirlfmilies. We ar€ prcud of*hat $e have accomplisned to dale, md se are optimisric

abour ou abihy to contn@ ro meel lmily nenber needs for the lons,lerm.

Agai.. w€ tnmk you for inviling us to be h@ bday, nd *e look tonvard lo your


